
Year Two: Leonard Bernstein
Knowledge Organiser

Leonard Bernstein

• Leonard Bernstein was an American 
composer, conductor, educator and author.

• He was born 25th August 1918, and died 
14th October 1990.

• Leonard was well known for teaching 
young musicians.

• He is famous for composing West Side 
Story, a Broadway musical.

Notation

History of Music Timeline

Vocabulary

dynamics     tempo     
improvise     percussion     

crochet     quaver        
crochet rest     conductor

Bernstein was an American conductor and composer.

The Big Idea

Percussion

crotchet = 1 beat

quaver = ½ beat

crotchet rest = 1 beat rest Example of 
untuned percussion

Example of 
tuned percussion


