




Reading at Home
Parent Advice

Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big difference to children’s educational performance. The 
evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in reading tests 
than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a better 

understanding of other cultures. With the help of parents, children can learn how to read and can practise 
reading until they can read for their own enjoyment. Then they will have a whole world of information 

and knowledge at their fingertips! Below you will find some tips and advice on how you can help to 
support your child with reading at home. 

How Can I Support My Child With Reading At Home?

1. Encourage your child to read
Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has 
educational benefits too. Just a few minutes a day can have a big 
impact on children of all ages.

2. Read aloud regularly
Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snuggle 
up and enjoy a story. Stories matter and children love re-reading 
them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices to 
bring characters to life.

3. Encourage reading choice
Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their 
own time - it doesn’t just have to be books. There’s fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try 
leaving interesting reading material in different places around the 
home and see who picks it up.

4. Read together
Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. 
This might be everyone reading the same book together, reading 
different things at the same time, or getting your children to read 
to each other. This time spent reading together can be relaxing for 
all.

5. Create a comfortable environment
Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read 
independently - or together. 

6. Make use of your local library
Local libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including 
audiobooks and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries Connected for more 
digital library services and resources.

7. Talk about books
This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding 
and make reading even more enjoyable. Start by discussing the 
front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book 
could be about. Then talk about what you’ve been reading and 
share ideas. You could discuss something that happened that 
surprised you, or something new that you found out. You could 
talk about how the book makes you feel and whether it reminds 
you of anything.

8. Bring reading to life
You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would you 
recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game where you 
pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an interesting 
article you’ve read.

9. Make reading active
Play games that involve making connections between pictures, 
objects and words, such as reading about an object and finding 
similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts 
related to what you’re reading. Try creating your child’s very own 
book by using photos from your day and adding captions.

10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them
You know your child best and you’ll know the best times for your 
child to read. If they have special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND ) then short, creative activities may be the way 
to get them most interested. If English is an additional language, 
encourage reading in a child’s first language, as well as in English. 
What matters most is that they enjoy it.
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What difference can I make as a parent/carer?
You can make a huge difference. Sharing a book with your child allows you to share adventures and experiences in the safe world of the book. 

It allows you to ask questions, talk about what has happened and decide what you think together.
Here are some more helpful hints for reading with your child:

• Bring the characters to life – talk about the characters, the drawings and the events so that the story starts to come alive
• Don’t be afraid to try different voices or try out your acting skills. Your child will enjoy your performance and appreciate the story even 

more
• Remember that your face says it all – so exaggerate your normal expression times three like a children’s TV presenter: children will love it
• Turn off the television and concentrate on enjoying the book
• Try audio books that children can listen to on the car stereo, on computers or phones – this is a great way to build a child’s understanding 

of stories and improve their listening skills
• Make books part of your family life – always have books around so that you and your children are ready to read whenever there’s a chance
• Bedtime stories – regularly read with your child or children at bedtime. It’s a great way to end the day and to spend valuable time with 

your child



adverbial phrases and 
prepositional phrases 

Adverbial phrases can 
be made up of two 
adverbs. These are 
typically formed by 
adding a qualifier or 
intensifier (e.g., 
'incredibly', 'rather', 
'very', 'somewhat') 
before another adverb.

Prepositional phrases 
modify or describe 
nouns, pronouns, 
adjectives, adverbs, and 
verbs.

Year Six: English
Knowledge Organiser

We will be studying…

The Battlecry
Read, Write, Perform

We will be learning to write…
Sentences with 

parenthesis

We can use dashes for 
parenthesis (to add 
additional information):
The wolf - who wasn’t 
very cool - ate his 
dinner.

We can use brackets for 
parenthesis (to add 
additional information):
The wolf (who wasn’t 
very cool) ate his 
dinner.

fronted adverbial 
phrases

Fronted adverbials are 
words or phrases 
placed at the 
beginning of a 
sentence which are 
used to describe the 
action that follows. 

After the rain 
stopped, Sophie 
went outside to 

play.

sentences using 
conjunctive adverbs

Conjunctive adverbs 
connects the ideas in 
different independent 
clauses, sentences or 
paragraphs.

Accordingly, 
Furthermore, 

Moreover,
Similarly,

Also,
Hence,

We will produce persuasive speeches.

Features of persuasive speeches

When writing a persuasive speech, I should:
 Use an opening paragraph to introduce the topic or idea.
 Use cause and effect conjunctions to logically link points to supporting details.
 Use a conclusion to link back to the opening.
 Only include one side of the topic (either for or against the idea)
 Ensure each point is elaborated with detail and examples.
 Use rhetorical questions.
 Use strong/emotive adjectives to challenge the reader to disagree.
 Present opinions as facts.
 Use ambiguous phrases (e.g. ‘probably’, ‘almost certainly’)
 Use present tense verbs.



Year Six: Maths
Knowledge Organiser

We will be learning about…

Place Value

Compare and order numbers

Numbers to 10,000,000

millions      thousands     hundreds      tens     ones      zero
place value     greater than      less than     order      

partition     digit     round     powers

Vocabulary

Negative numbers



Year Six: Animals Including Humans
Knowledge Organiser

The body is made up of tissues and organs, which are linked together 
to do particular functions.  The heart and lungs are such organs, which 

work together as part of the circulatory (cardiovascular) system, 
transporting oxygen, sugar and nutrients around our bodies.

The Big Idea

The Circulatory System

The circulatory system 
consists of the heart, blood 

vessels, blood, veins, 
arteries, capillaries, oxygen, 

lungs and ribcage.

heart     pulse     blood     blood vessels     lungs     oxygen     drugs     
carbon dioxide     nutrients     muscles     circulatory system

Vocabulary

Heart rate

Exercise causes an increase 
in heart (pulse) rate. When 

exercising our muscles 
contract more often and 

require more energy.

Blood and blood vessels

The function of blood vessels 
is to deliver blood to the 

organs and tissues in your 
body. The blood supplies them 

with oxygen and nutrients. 
Blood vessels also carry waste 
products and carbon dioxide 

away from your organs.

The Human Heart Diet and exercise

Diet can impact on lifestyle as fatty rich 
foods can clog arteries and veins. Exercise can 
improve the health of a person by removing 
fatty deposits from the body. Some exercises 

are called cardiovascular, and are designed to 
improve the fitness of the overall circulatory 

system by strengthening the organs and pulse 
rate.

The right side of the heart 
receives blood that is low in 
oxygen because most has 
been used up by the brain 
and body. It pumps this to 
your lungs, where it picks 

up a fresh supply of oxygen. 
The blood then returns to 
the left side of the heart, 
ready to be pumped back 

out to the brain and the rest 
of your body.



Year Six: The Vikings
Knowledge Organiser

In the centuries after their first raid on English soil in 793AD, Vikings made 
a historic series of attacks, waged wars and formed settlements in the British 

islands, leaving a permanent impact on the land, culture and language.

The Big Idea

Who were the Vikings and why did they 
invade?

Invaders from further north of the continent 
began raiding Britain in 793AD. The Vikings 

raided Anglo-Saxon Britain as it was wealthy, 
accessible by sea and parts were poorly 

defended.

archaeologist     raids     longhouse     berserkers     longship Odin
Scandinavia     Danelaw     misconception     Jorvik

Vocabulary

What were the Vikings beliefs?

The Viking gods were similar to those of the 
Anglo-Saxons, with slight differences in 

names. The Vikings believed the world was 
actually made of nine worlds.

What did the Vikings raid and invade?

The first Viking raids (790 to 850AD) were 
short trips to steal treasure and take slaves. 
The Vikings often carried out raids to fit in 
with the cycle of farming. They would plant 
crops in spring and then carry out raids until 
harvest time. Viking longships could travel far 
and quickly; they could traverse oceans, row 
up rivers and were light enough to be carried 

across land.

What happened at Lindisfarne?

The Vikings raided Lindisfarne in 793AD, 
signalling the start of the centuries of Viking 

raids on Britain. A small community of monks 
lived on Lindisfarne in an undefended priory. 
Like most monasteries at the time, the priory 
was rich. The Vikings who raided Lindisfarne 

would have seen that the small church 
communities along the shores of Britain were 

easy targets.



Pencil Gradients

A B grade pencil means the core has more 
graphite, and will make a bolder, darker line, 

and also be a little smudgier than a light 
pencil.

An H grade pencil means the core has more 
clay, and will make a lighter, finer line, and 

will be less smudgy than a dark pencil.

Research the Artist

Year Six: Drawing
Knowledge Organiser

Pablo Picasso revolutionised the art world and to many 
is THE artist of the 20th century. He is famous for his 
pioneering role in Cubism with Georges Braque and for 
his melancholy Blue Period pieces. We can create mood 
and emotion in drawings through choices of tone, form 

and value.

The Big Idea

Pablo Picasso
Cubism Artist

• Pablo Picasso was born in Malaga, 
Spain on 25th October 1881.

• His father started to train Pablo in 
drawing techniques and oil painting 
from the age of seven.

• Picasso was a painter, sculptor, print-
maker and poet. 

• During his career he completed more 
than 1800 paintings, sculptures, 2500 
ceramic works, and 10,000 drawings.

• Several of Picasso’s works have been 
sold for more than $100 million.

Vocabulary

form

emotion

tone

texture

value

Tone, texture and value

Tone is the relative scale of light to dark values 
in an image. It is vital to creating depth and 

solidity in a drawing or painting.

Texture is the way something feels to the touch 
or looks as if it may feel if it were touched.

Value simply means how light or dark 
something is.





Year Six: Rights Respecting
Knowledge Organiser

It is important that children know that every person has rights 
and these are protected by law. Their rights cannot be taken 
away. They should understand why it is important to respect 

others, regardless of their differences, and this should be reflected 
in their interactions. They should understand that there are 

consequences for discriminating against others.

The Big Idea

Other Cultures

It is important that we respect 
other people’s cultures, even if 

they are different from our own.

Our Linked Text

Discrimination

It is against the law to discriminate 
against anyone because of their 

gender, religion, disability or certain 
other personal characteristics. There 
are consequences for discriminating.

Human Rights

We can all share our 
human rights, no 

matter who you are 
or where you live.

Protected Rights

Our human rights 
belong to us, they 

are protected by law
and no one can take 

them away.

rights     human rights activist     equality     universal     
discrimination     consequence     culture

Vocabulary


